
APHuG Vocabulary: Chapter 8—Political Geography 
 

Directions: In the spaces provided, write a definition in your own words and identify a real-world (or reasonable potential real) example for each term.  
Attach additional paper, as needed, to this packet when you turn it in on the due date. 

 

Term 
Text 

Page # 
Paraphrased Definition Real-World Example 

State 261   

Sovereignty 261   

Microstate 261   

Capital City --- Principle governmental/political city in a country Washington, DC is the capital city for the United States 

Forward capital --- 
A capital city which is designed to help attract a population migration from 
areas of higher population to lower population 

Brazil moved its capital from Rio de Janeiro 
Pakistan moves its capital from Karachi to Islamabad 

United Nations (UN) 262   

City-state 266   

Nation-state 267   

Stateless nation --- A nationality that is not represented by a specific state 

The Kurds are a nationality/ethnic group that does not have a specific 
state/country as a homeland; Kurdistan, the larger area identified as the 
traditional homeland of Kurds is found in Turkey, Iran, Iraq and other 
countries 

Self-determination 267   
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Multiethnic state 268   

Multinational state 268   

Apartheid 
236-
237 

  

Balkanization 251   

Colony 274   

Colonialism 274   

Berlin Conference --- 

1884 meeting and agreement among several European countries to regulate 
trade and colonial activity within Africa. Formalized which European nation 
owned which colonies and set up, often arbitrarily, boundaries for these 
colonies 

Britain gained control of much of north eastern and south central Africa, 
France gained control of most of north western Africa, Portugal gained 
control of Mozambique and the Congo  

Decolonization --- The process of changing from being a colony into an independent state 
In the 1960s most of the European colonies in Africa obtained their 
independence; many of which were now able to join the UN  

Boundary 276   

Frontier 276   

Physical boundaries 276   
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Desert boundaries 276   

Mountain boundaries 
276-
277 

  

Water boundaries 277   

Law of the Sea 277   

Exclusive Economic 
Zones (EEZ) 

277   

Global Commons --- 
Those places on earth considered to be available to “everyone” and not 
under the jurisdiction/responsibility of one singular country or individual 

Atmosphere and ocean fisheries are examples of global commons 

Demarcation --- 
A physical boundary of human creation is placed on the landscape: like a 
fence, a sign, a wall, etc. 

The wall built by the Soviets to surround West Berlin was created to 
separate the Soviet controlled area of the city from the area controlled by 
the western allies 

Cultural boundaries 
276, 
278-
277 

  

Antecedent boundary --- 
A boundary which existed prior the emergence of a cultural landscape and 
remained in place even after people began moving in to occupy the 
surrounding area 

The Sahara Dessert separated northern and southern Africa and continued 
to do so as people migrated in an established distinct cultural traditions on 
each side of the dessert 

Subsequent 
boundary 

--- 
A boundary which evolved over time as the cultural landscape evolved; it is 
further modified as the cultural landscape continues to evolve 

The boundary between the US and Spanish lands was the Mississippi River, 
then it was a buffer of French owned Louisiana, then it was the Adams-Onis 
Treaty, then the Mexican War altered things again. 

Superimposed 
boundary 

--- 
A boundary that is imposed on the cultural landscape which ignores any pre-
existing cultural patterns 

The border between Kenya and Tanzania did not take into account the 
division of the Maasai tribe which such border created 
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Geometric 
boundaries 

278   

Ethnic boundaries 278   

Annexation --- 
Using legal means for territorial expansion, usually adding 
adjacent/physically connected lands  

The United States passed legislation to authorize the adding of Texas into 
its territory. Oklahoma City (& other large cities) increased jurisdiction into 
adjacent territories. 

Buffer state --- A neutral state (typically small in size) between two rival powers 
Each Belgium and Switzerland have historically served as buffer states in 
between France and Germany 

Compact state 280   

Elongated state 280   

Prorupted State 280   

Perforated state 281   

Fragmented state 281   

Landlocked state 281   

Double-Landlocked 
state 

--- A landlocked state which is entirely surrounded by other landlocked states 
There are ONLY two double-landlocked states on the planet…figure out 
what they are, because Mr. Burton will expect you to know them  
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Enclave --- 
Whole country or separate part of a country that is completely surround by 
another country 

Lesotho is completely surrounded by South Africa; Vatican City is 
completely surrounded by Italy 

Exclave --- 
Part of a country is physically separated from the main part of the country 
(islands DO NOT fall into this category) 

Kalingrad region is an exclave of Russia; Cabinda province of Angola; Alaska 
within the United States and is the largest exclave in the world 

Democracy 282   

Autocracy 282   

Anocracy 282   

Arab Spring 283   

Unitary state 283   

Federal state 283   

Confederal State 
(confederation) 

--- 

A system of government in which regional governments (like departments, 
provinces, cantons, counties, etc.) have the dominant powers; ultimate 
sovereignty rests with this regional governments rather than with the 
country-wide government 

The United States, under the Articles of Confederation, was an example of a 
confederal government. Today, Switzerland is an example in that each of its 
cantons has more sovereign power than does the country-wide 
government. 

Devolution --- 

Process of shifting power from a higher level of government to a lower level 
of government(s); more autonomy or sovereignty is given to these more 
localized governments (more so a shift from unitary to federal styles rather 
than on to confederal styles) 

The United Kingdom, over the past couple of decades, has gradually 
devolved more of the central power into the hands of regional 
governments such as a local parliament for each Scotland and Wales 

Electoral Regions (aka 
legislative districts) 

284   
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Reapportionment --- Redrawing of electoral regions based upon population changes 

Every ten years, the United States holds a census. This count of the 
population is used to modify electoral regions, like the regions for the 
House of Representatives, which are supposed to have as close as possible 
equal populations 

Gerrymandering 284   

Superpower 286   

Balance of power 286   

Supranationalism --- 
Agreement involving three or more countries for some degree of political 
and/or economic or even cultural cooperation so as to promote shared 
objectives 

NATO, Warsaw Pact, European Union, African Union, Organization of 
American States, etc. 

NATO 
286-
287 

  

Warsaw Pact 
286-
287 

  

Economic alliance 
288-
289 

  

European Union 
288-
289 

  

COMECON 288   

Organization of 
American States 

289   
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African Union 289   

Commonwealth 289   

Terrorism 290   

Al-Qaeda 
290-
292 

  

Geopolitics --- 
The study of how geographical space—including the types of 
interrelationship among states, the different functions of states, and the 
different patterns of states—affect global politics 

Heartland theory, Rimland theory, containment, Domino theory 

Heartland Theory --- 

Supported by Halford Mackinder: the heartland was the agricultural center 
of the Eurasian landmass…”who rules East Europe commands the Heartland; 
who rules the Heartland commands the World-Island [Eurasia]; who rules 
the World-Island controls the world 

Napoleon tried to gain the heartland 
Hitler tried to gain the heartland 
Interesting… 

Rimland Theory --- 
Supported by Nicholas Spykman: the way to control the Eurasia is not 
control of the Heartland but control of the maritime fringes (the coastal 
areas) 

Basis for policies developing strong navies 
Alfred Mahan “Influence of Sea Power Upon History” 

Shatterbelt --- 
Regions that are politically fragmented and the focus of competition 
between two conflicting ideological or religious powers 

Southeast Asia, especially Vietnam, was a shatterbelt between the United 
States (democracy) and the Soviet Union (communism); fear that if Vietnam 
fell to communism then other countries in SE Asia would also fall…like a 
series of dominoes (basis of Domino Theory) 

 

ADDITIONALLY… 
1. Make sure you know the basics surrounding the impact of the Cold War/Communism and the development of “states” within Eastern Europe and 

Central Asia…especially with the collapse of the Soviet Union and communist influence (see pages 268-273). 
2. Make sure you know the various characteristics in the trends toward increased democracy (see pages 282-283). 
3. Make sure you understand the difference between terrorism and other forms of violence and criminal activity. Also, make sure you understand the 

variety of forms of terrorism include such sponsored by individuals, groups, and state support/sponsorship (see pages 290-295). 


